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This PhD thesis, entitled "International mediation and the efficiency of peaceful means
of conflict resolution" aims to present and analyze the tools for peaceful conflict resolution,
available to the international community, tools that have proved useful many times in the
positive development of the conflicts that have shaken too often, the international system,
adversely affect the development of states, their relationships and the lives of individuals, with
special attention being paid to international mediation in an attempt to identify those elements
and aspects recommends as a highly effective and commonly used in efforts to resolve the
conflict. The research fits within the field of International Relations, the subfield of Security
Studies, placing it in the area of professional interest. The concern and interest in this issue are
older, this approach is a natural continuation of research during the Master of European
Integration and Security Studies. Considering the topic for the dissertation "Mediation as a
method of settling disputes peacefully. Case study: Transnistrian conflict ", I decided to stay in
the same field, developing and deepening a topic as complex, sometimes marked by uncertainty
and underdeveloped concept in the local area, as it is interesting, generous, and challenging. The
study of instruments and means of peaceful resolution of international conflicts is a passion that
developed as a result of interest in the resolution of frozen conflicts especially in the former
Soviet Union (in this regard, interest has been expanded in recent years and moved to include
other areas of conflict, one reason being the low chances of solving conflicts in the former Soviet
Union, due to the presence of Russia performing conflicting roles that render any resolution
attempt by the international community). Thus, the reason I started this approach is, on one hand,
the desire to deepen an area that is useful in work and, on the other hand, emphasize the need for
understanding the phenomenon of conflict and identify effective tools in an effort to resolve
them internationally. In the same time I also support the need and possibility of peaceful conflict
resolution.
And if I exposed the personal reasons that determined the choice of this research subject,
it is absolutely mandatory and desirable to identify a number of objective justifications of the
decision to tackle such a subject. As follows:
1. First, the topic of peaceful resolution of international conflicts through the tools
available to the community, is a topic intensely debated globally, this claim is substantiated by
legal documents that enshrine the obligation of peaceful settlement of conflicts, rich literature in

the field has been developed for decades, the large number of examples of practical application
of mediation in inter-and intrastate conflicts (but not only), as well as other tools used by the
international community, the growing interest that manifests many actors to engage in conflict
resolution through one or another of the available methods.
2. Secondly, I believe that such an approach can help to enrich literature in this field in our
country. Unfortunately, we must recognize that in Romania, the subject is treated predominantly
by international law specialists and representatives of the military, embracing both specific and
limited perspectives in our field of interest. Consequently, the latest analysis, that are built on a
solid foundation offered by Security Studies and International Relations, can be, in general,
considered genuine and welcome.
3. Third, the generosity of the chosen topic was one of the reasons for selection. Given the
multitude of issues likely to be addressed in a subject so vast, invites further research in several
directions, different aspects being analyzed at different depth levels, some subjects provide
support for understanding and deepening others considered relevant in this context. The study in
question, provides, through its general approach, many opportunities to deepen the subject, this
being a future career goal, this opening is in itself a justification for choosing the topic.
4. Fourth, the choice of the research is justified by the practical importance that the international
mediation presents in international relations, the use of this instrument for conflict resolution
being on an upward trend even in the transformations suffered by the international environment,
special ability to adapt to new challenges and new situations accentuated or exacerbated by
globalization, flexibility, dynamism, suppleness and efficiency to provide the best
recommendations.
In order to achieve the overall goal mentioned above, this research was developed around
two key objectives, as the title suggests:
1. In a general context, the first objective was to analyze the means that the international
community has at its disposal for peaceful resolution of conflicts, identifying the main
characteristics of conflict resolution instruments, with advantages and disadvantages, the
comparisons between different instruments being extremely useful in our approach,
2. In particular, the focus of this research was directed on international mediation. Based on the
finding that mediation is one of the oldest tools for resolving conflicts, being commonly used
and, dare I say, extremely effective in international practice, this thesis aims to analyze the

international mediation in the sense of its means of settling international conflicts, by identifying
and detailing those elements that we consider essential for shaping the most accurate and
comprehensive picture and identifying those characteristics which recommend it as an effective
tool, easy to adapt to a new complex context, usable both in interstate conflicts and in the
intrastate that seem to dominate today.
The reasons justifying the choice of this research topic, and the objectives, determined
the structure, comprising, besides introduction, four chapters - each chapter containing, where
appropriate, subchapters, divisions and subdivisions, each of them, in turn, containing secondary
endpoints, specific conclusions and bibliography.
Chapter I. The main features of contemporary security environment. Threats and
vulnerabilities in Post Post-Cold War era was meant to be an exhaustive analysis of the
security environment that has emerged since the end of the Cold War, from the perspective of
Security Studies, an original and useful approach that distances us from the traditional approach
to international law, placing our work on solid and specific ground. The following is a
culmination of years of study and training, the personal touch is visible in the perspective of the
researcher elected to treat problems, in selecting issues to be examined, and also in the last part
of the chapter the conclusion is meant to be an interesting exercise that aims to identify potential
future international system milestones. Among the topics touched in this chapter, lists the
consequences of the Cold War and configuration of contemporary security environment, the
post-Westphalian challenges, the changing nature of conflict, the relationship between war and
globalization, the impact of the Revolution in Military Affairs on how the war is conducted, the
challenge represented by the asymmetric enemies, and also the identification of new sources of
insecurity in the Post Post-Cold War era.
Chapter II of the paper entitled International conflicts between conceptual debates
and current trends wishes to establish a theoretical basis for the entire approach. Considering
the objective to bring conceptual clarification needed when we often juggle with the term
„conflict”, a horizontal concept in our analysis, this chapter gives us the opportunity to make a
surveying, both useful and problematic, on the conceptual space, action that seeks to identify a
number of operational definitions, surprising the difficulties that the analysts face when trying to
explain a concept so often used and seemingly trivial but unclear and full of contradictions. Also,
in this chapter, based on the relevant international guidelines, related works and conflict studies,

an overview is created of the taxonomies that present the international conflicts and their
sources, while the last part deals with an issue somewhat distinct that emphasizes the original
character of the perspective embraced by researcher. Thus, the last part of the chapter titled
Socio-psychological dimensions of international conflict presents a theory that has gained in
recent years more and more followers in the international relationships in general and
international conflicts in particular, theory that must be seen as a different complement to the
traditional realist and neorealist current, and which manages to capture a number of sociopsychological aspects that escape attention or are marginalized by the representatives of the two
trends.
The socio-psychological approach paves the way, in the context of this research, for a
discussion of the Dynamics of contemporary conflicts and the means used by the
international community for peaceful conflict resolution, representing the subject of Chapter
III. This chapter starts from the assumption that discussions on violent conflict can be, and are,
often complex. What is meant by the ending of conflicts, the conditions for ending violent
conflicts, how to ensure the prevention of the outbreak of conflicts, what tools are available to
the actors in order to end conflicts, how to ensure the stability of an agreement, what are the
conditions that will prevent the arise of conflicts and violence - all these questions are real
challenges for both theoreticians and practitioners of the conflict resolution field, and the variety
of possible responses and development places the activity of the ones implicated under doubt.
Based on a series of discussions on the life cycle of conflicts and identifying the most
common measures that are adopted by the international community to respond effectively, in the
pages of this chapter a description of the actions of preventive diplomacy, peacekeeping,
peacemaking and peacebuilding is presented. Also, in the context of a more general discussion
about international peacemaking actions, one of the key issues is addressed in this research – the
presentation of diplomatic and legal instruments of peaceful resolution of conflicts - negotiation,
good offices, inquiry, conciliation, arbitration, and appeal to international justice – with the
advantages and disadvantages that they present, which sets out a series of comparisons between
instruments in order to highlight their usefulness in terms of a specific context, and a series of
examples demonstrating their practical applicability.
Chapter IV of this paper International mediation. Development of mediation as a
peaceful mean of conflict resolution is a reference section for this research, the addressed

subject serving to highlight the second goal originally set. This final chapter deals with the
problem of mediaton, as means of international conflict resolution, in a generous way, analyzing
in detail the conceptual aspects, the main features that distinguish it from other tools, identifying
the reasons behind the decision to offer or request / accept mediation, provides detailed
information about the status of mediators and mediation advantages realized by individuals,
states or international organizations, about the development of mediation by presenting the most
used and effective strategies and approaches to mediation, as well as providing conditions to
increase the chances of success of mediation. The final part of this chapter discusses specific
cases of application of mediation in the development of interstate conflict - the Camp David
mediation conducted by Jimmy Carter as the official representative of his country, in the Middle
East conflict on the segment of conflicting relations between Israel and Egypt, and the IGAD
mediation as a regional organization aiming to end the civil war in Sudan, a representative case
of application of international mediation in an intrastate conflict, a more interesting topic in light
of the current trends in the international arena, showing reduced incidence of interstate conflicts
and an increase of intrastate ones.
The paper ends with some Conclusions which summarize observations made during the
research, conclusions that can and should serve as a basis for future studies.
Bibliography can be found in the last section of this approach, an important point that is
a reflection of the efforts of the researcher and the academic correctness proof.
In order to achieve the objectives set for this research, we will use the theoretical
framework, created conceptual as a result of careful study of literature. To support the conceptual
framework we will review a number of examples illustrating how to use the tools provided and
the success or failure of their application. The main research method used in the preparation of
this thesis is the content analysis, simple or comparative where appropriate, addressed in a
specific of the socio-human science, or political science. The analysis is a qualitative one, rather
than quantitative. However, it should not be understood that I entirely abandoned the quantitative
side, some statistical aspects being used, where appropriate, complementing qualitative analyzes
and statements. If the initial phase of the research comprised of selected and representative
works and documents relevant to the general topic and specific issues addressed in the paper, in
the implementation phase or the exploitation phase, of the chosen materials, I preferred various
techniques (from presenting and analysing the theoretical concepts, to collecting information on

certain specific examples of application of the instruments studied and so on). Examples selected
and presented at the end of Chapter IV were chosen as representative for mediation, in contexts
marked by interstate and intrastate conflicts, involving a mediator representing a state with a
privileged position in the international system, or a regional organization, the purpose of the
presentation being to identify the main aspects that explain their success, and the lessons that can
be learned by contemporary and future mediators.
Regarding the bibliographic sources used in this research, they are both primary (national
and international) - treaties, protocols, charters, strategies or other official documents, and
secondary - books, articles, studies, reports in printed form and electronically, all these sources
being found in the Bibliography section.

Selective bibliography:
Axt, Heinz-Jürgen, Milososki, Antonio, Schwarz, Oliver, Conflict – A Literature Review, Universitat
Duisburg-Essen, Duisburg, 2006
Bercovitch, Jacob, “Mediation and Negotiation Techniques”, în Kurtz, Lester (ed.),
Encyclopedia of Violence, Peace&Conflict, Volume 2, Academic Press, San Diego, 1999
Bercovitch,

Jacob,

„Mediation

in

International Conflicts. Theory, Practice, and

Developments”, în Zartman, William (ed.), Peacemaking in International Conflict.
Methods&Techniques, Revised Edition, United States Institute of Peace, Washington, 2007
Brown, Michael (ed.), The International Dimensions of Internal Conflict, MIT Press,
Cambridge, 1996
Burton, John (ed.), Conflict: Human Needs Theory, St. Martin’s Press, New York, 1990
Butler, Michael, International Conflict Management, Routledge, Abingdon, 2009
Fisher, Ronald, Interactive Conflict Resolution, Syracuse University Press, New-York, 1997
Frunzeti, Teodor, Soluționarea crizelor internaționale. Mijloace militare și nemilitare,
Editura Institutul European, Iași, 2006
Galtung, Johan, "Three Approaches to Peace: Peacekeeping, Peacemaking, and
Peacebuilding," în Galtung, Johan (ed.), Peace, War and Defense: Essays in Peace Research,
Vol. II, Christian Ejlers, Copenhagen, 1976
Horowitz, Sara, „Mediation”, în Webel, Charles, Galtung, Johan (eds.), Handbook of Peace
and Conflict Studies, Routledge, Abingdon, 2007

Jeong, Ho-Won, Peace and Conflict Studies. An Introduction, Asghate Publishing, Aldershot,
2000
Jeong, Ho-Won, Conflict Management and Resolution. An Introduction, Routledge,
Abingdon, 2010
Kelman, Herbert, “Social-Psychological Dimensions of International Conflict”, în William
Zartman (ed.), Peacemaking in International Conflict. Methods&Techniques, Revised
Edition, United States Institute of Peace, Washington, 2007
Maoz, Zeev, Gat, Azar (eds.), War in a Changing World, The University of Michigan Press,
Ann Arbour, 2001
Quandt, W. B., Camp David: Peacemaking and Politics, Brookings Institutions, Washington,
1986
Ramsbotham, Oliver, Woodhouse, Tom, Miall, Hugh, Contemporary Conflict Resolution.
The prevention, management and transformation of deadly conflicts, Second Edition, Polity
Press, Cambridge, 2005
Sandole, Dennis, Peace and Security in the Postmodern World. The OSCE and conflict
resolution, Routledge, Abingdon, 2007
Thornton, Rod, Asymmetric Warfare. Threat and Response in the Twenty-First Century,
Polity Press, Cambridge, 2007
Touval, Saadia, Zartman, William (eds.), International Mediation in Theory and Practice,
Westview, Boulder, 1985
White, Brian, Little, Richard, Smith, Michael, Issues in World Politics, Third Edition,
Palgrave Macmillan, Basingstoke, 2005
Young, Oran, The Intermediaries: Third Parties in International Crises, Princeton,
University Press, Princeton, 1967
Zartman, William, Touval, Saadia, “International Mediation”, în Crocker, Chester, Hampson,
Fen Osler, Aall, Pamela, (eds.), Leashing the Dogs of War: Conflict Management in a
Devided World, USIP, Washington, 2007
Zartman, William, „Introduction: Toward the Resolution of International Conflicts”, în
Zartman, William (ed.), Peacemaking in International Conflict. Methods&Techniques,
Revised Edition, United States Institute of Peace, Washington, 2007
Articles:

Bauman, Zygmunt, „Wars of the Globalization Era”, în European Journal of Social Theory,
Volume 4, Issue 1, 2001, pp. 11-28
Bercovitch, Jacob, Anagnoson, Theodore, Wille, Donnette, “Some Conceptual Issues and
Empirical Trends in the Study of Successful Mediation in International Relations”, în Journal
of Peace Research, Volume 28, Issue 1, 1991, pp. 7-17
Bercovitch, Jacob, “Negotiation or Mediation? An Exploration of Factors Affecting the
Choice of Conflict Management in International Conflict”, în Negotiation Journal, Volume
17, Issue 1, 2001, pp. 59-77
DeRouen Jr., Karl, Bercovitch, Jacob, Pospieszna, Paulina, „Introducing the Civil Wars
Mediation (CWM) dataset”, în Journal of Peace Research, Volume 48, Issue 5, 2011, pp.
663-672
Galtung, Johan, „Cultural Violence” în Journal of Peace Research, Volume 27, No. 3, August
1990, pp. 291-305
Hirst, Paul, „Another Century of Conflict? War and the International System in the 21st
Century”, în International Relations,Volume 16, Issue 3, 2002, pp. 327-342
Ismaili, Ymer, “Conflict as a Socio-Political Notion”, în Zbornik PFZ, Volume 57, Issue 2,
2007, pp. 381-403
Kolb, Deborah, “Strategy and Tactics of Mediation”, în Human Relations, Volume 36, Issue
3, 1983, pp. 247-268
Themner, Lotta, Wallensteen, Peter, “Armed Conflict, 1946-2010”, în Journal of Peace
Research, Volume 48, Issue 4, 2011, pp. 525-536
Wallensteen, Peter, Sollenberg, Margareta, “Armed conflict and its international dimensions,
1946-2004”, în Journal of Peace Research, Volume 42, Issue 5, 2005, pp. 623-635

Web sources:
Brahm, Eric, „Conflict Stages” în Guy Burgess, Heidi Burgess (eds.), Beyound Intractability,
University of Colorado, Boulder, 2003 disponibil pe http://www.beyondintractability.org/biessay/conflict-stages
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros, An Agenda for Peace: Preventive Diplomacy, Peacemaking and
Peace-keeping. Report of the Secretary-General pursuant to the statement adopted by the

Summit Meeting of the Secretary Council on January 31, 1992, United Nations, disponibil pe
http://www.un.org/Docs/SG/agpeace.html
Charter of the United Nations, Chapter I. Purposes and Principles, disponibil pe
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter1.shtml
Charter of the United Nations, Chapter VI: Pacific settlement of Disputes disponibil pe
http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter6.shtml
Charter of the United Nations, Chapter VII: Action with Respect to Threats to the Peace,
Breaches

of

the

Peace,

and

Acts

of

Agression,

disponibil

pe

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/chapter7.shtml
Heidelburg Institute for International Conflict Research, Conflict Barometer 2011, disponibil
pe http://www.hiik.de/en/konfliktbarometer/index.html
Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research, Methodological Approach since
2003, disponibil pe http://www.hiik.de/en/methodik/methodik_ab_2003.html
Kofi Annan „Courage to fulfill our responsabilities” în The Economist, 02 december, 2004,
disponibil

online

pe

http://www.un.org/News/ossg/sg/stories/articleFull.asp?TID=7&Type=Article
Krivis, Jeffrey, Benefits of Mediation: High Success, Rate, Low Cost disponibil pe
www.firstmediation.com/library/benefits.htm
Report of the Secretary General’s High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, A
more secure world: Our shared responsability, United Nations, 2004, p. 23 disponibil pe
http://www.un.org/secureworld/report2.pdf
Smith, Dan, “Trends and causes of armed conflict”, în David Bloomfeld, Martina Fischer,
Beatrix Schmelzle (eds.), Berghof Handbook for Conflict Transformation, Berghof Research
Center

for

Constructive

Conflict

Management,

Berlin,

2004,

disponibil

pe

http://www.berghof-handbook.net/documents/publications/smith_handbook.pdf
SIPRI Yearbook 2012, Peace Operations and Conflict Management, disponibil pe
http://www.sipri.org/yearbook/2012/03
Uppsala Universitet, Uppsala Data Conflict Program, Department of Peace and Conflict
Research, Definitions, disponibil pe http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/ucdp/definitions/

