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RESUME

The paper The Pragmatic-Rhetorical Particularities of the Contemporary Sermon Texts
has as main aim the religious discourse, traditionally known as sermon or omilie as part of
the Holy Mass in the Orthodox Church and its materialization as written sermon text. The
discursive analysis is based on a corpus of religious recorded and transcribed texts. The
corpus which has the same title as the paper is added at the end of it. In order to realize an
efficient discursive analysis, we follow the steps:

— the methodical approach of the classical oratory in order to find its vision during the
entire analysis;

— the presentation of some operational pragmatical concepts such as discourse,
argumentation, explanation and deixis;

— the religious discourse analysis from a non-verbal point of view, coming from both
methodological and practical necessity;

— realization of a corpus made of a series of contemporary religious discourses
transcriptions.

In order to achieve this, The Pragmatic-Rhetorical Particularities of the Contemporary
Sermon Texts 1s organized in six chapters.

In the first chapter, our purpose was to realize a theoretical approach on classical
oratory, in order to establish which one of its values has been kept and has been lost in the
religious discourse. Thus, we tried to analyse the most frequent definitions of rhetoric in an
attempt to revalidate the organic unity of the concept of rhetoric, the parts which contributed
to the appropriation of the rules that form the discourse. We defined the term of discourse
from a pragmatic-rhetorical perspective, the taxonomy and the structure of the rhetoric
discourse but also the close relation between the rhetoric and Christian persuasion.

In the second chapter, we insist on the religious discourse, the sermon, which we try to
analyse from a dual perspective, a pragmatic- rhetorical one. In doing this, we tried a
description of the religious discourse known as sermon, by offering a detailed presentation of
its structure and taxonomy, description which was made taking into consideration the
pragmatic orientation of the ones who perform the discursive act.

The third chapter is dedicated to argumentation, since the transmiters uses, as part of
the religious discourse, a series of arguments and argumentative strategies in order to
consolidate the thesis or bring arguments against some incorrect practices or knowledge the
recipients might have. Thus, the approach of our paper focuses first on the term of
,,argumentation ’and then, it establishes the relation between argumentation and persuasion
which is so important for the understanding of the distinction between persuasion and
conviction. We end this incursion by mentioning the importance of the argumentative
connectors and the argumentative strategies, without them we can't talk about a successful
discursive act.

Explanation is the theme of the fourth chapter of the paper, as it is generally specific to
the religious discourse, an aspect that generates a high degree of frequency and, as a result, its
importance in the discursive act. Thus, apart from a general analysis of the explicative
sequence, which refers to explicative procedures and the organizational structure, we also did
its partial analysis on some homiletic fragments. The final part of the chapter wants to make
the distinction between explanation and argumentation because the two strategies are not only
specific to the religious discourse but they also play a dominant part.



Due to pure functional reasons but also from the desire to emphasize the specificity of
the sermon, in the fifth chapter of the paper, we presented the idea of deixis. In this chaper
we initially defined and analyzed the pragmatic idea of deixis. Then, we continued with the
presentation of both traditional ways of expressing the deixis ( personal, temporal and space
deixis) and the most recent ones (the discursive, social and descriptive deixis)for their
illustration we use the examples taken from the annexes at the end of the paper.

In the last chapter The gesture of the religious discourse, we intend to discuss about
non-verbal communication from the point of view of the religious discourse, meaning from a
theoretical and a practical perspective, analyzing the impact, the use as well the gravity of the
gestures the transmiter uses. For the achievement of this goal, we didn't use only the verbal
message of various religious discourses but also the images from video recordings which
were of a great help in following the symbiosis between the spoken discursive act and the
gestures.

In Conclusions we add that the nowadays religious discourse faces a large number of
theoretical and practical difficulties. These observations were the basis of our analysis whose
purpose was to diminished the deficiency. For these reasons, the paper The Pragmatic-
Rhetorical Particularities of the Contemporary Sermon Texts can have a great value, at both
practical and visionary level because it succeeded not only on analysing the importance of the
religious discourse known as sermon but also on being the promoter of a new kind of
investigation: the pragmatic one.
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